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A WORD OF INTRODUCTIOX 


In America we are very apt to ignore what we do not read in electric 
letters or on flaming railroad signs. And perhaps, too, there is a cer- 
tain national modesty in onr failure to realize the fame of compatriots 
abroad. Thus ~we have delayed to note how Henry O. Tanner, an 
American artist long resident in France, but none the less a loyal 
American, has caj)tured Paris with his religious masterpieces, and 
won the unique distinction of being twice crowned with purchases by 
the French Government. Onl}'' one or two other Americans, I be- 
lieve, have been paid the honor of having two works hung in that 
great Valhalla of Aid, the Ijuxembourg. 

Here, then, is a man of mark, a painter of the first rank, of whom 
the Paris press has been saying volumes in sincere admiration. He 
has (]uietly followed his instinct for beauty and employed it in the 
interpretation of the primitive characters and happenings of the 
Bible. Each work has shown a new grasp on the mastery of design 
and of color, but from the first Tanner’s greatest gift was the render- 
ing of biblical personages and their simple dramatic acts in convin- 
cing comijositions. He had the inherited love of these subjects from 
religious family ties. His father is a Bishop in his Church. Yet 
'q there is, in all his work, an angle of vision and a choice of subject 
which belong to the artist himself. There is a sort of sincerity in the 
way he sees the old stories we all know. He makes the heroic figures 
human and helps us to realize how the far-off and shado^vy events 
really happened. 

All this will he seen in the thiidy odd pictures now grouped for 
the first time anywhere. It is a satisfaction that Tanner should have 
brought home his fir.st gathered harvest. It is as if he said to us, his 
countrjunen, “ I have had much honor abroad, it is true, and I am 
thankful for it, but ni}" heart is here where I was born, and now, when 
I have garnered the fruits of my labor, I bring them as a tribute to 
my friends — for the approval of my countrymen.” 

It is a pity that the two pictures owned by France could not be 
taken from the Ijuxembourg. They would have served as a gauge 
with which to contrast Tanner’s entii-e work; but the Government of 
France is jealons of its possessions, and a survey of this impressive 
group will account for the distinction received by the absent members. 

Hakuison S. Morris. 
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Loaned by the Carnegie Institute, Pittsburgh 
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THE TWO DISCIPLES AT THE TOMB 
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Ko. 14. CHRIST AND NICODKMUS. Loaned by the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Ahts. 
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JUDAS COVENANTING WITH THE HIGH PRIEST 

Loaned by Mr. Rodman Wanamaker 
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THE RETURN OP THE HOLY WOMAN, 

Loaned by Mr. Rodman Wanamaker 
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MARY PONDERED ALL THESE THINGS IN HER 

HEART ’’ 

Loaned by Mr. Rodman Wanamaker 
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CHRIST WASHING THE DISCIPLES’ FEET 

Loaned by Mr. Rodman Wanamaker 
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HILLS NEAR JERUSALEM 

Loaned l)y Rev. William B. Hill 
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THE ANXUXCIATIOX. Owned ry the Wilstack Collection, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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CHRIST ON THE ROAD TO BETHANY^ 

f\ f t , Loaned by Mr. and Mrs. Atherton Curtis 
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ABRAHAM'S OAK 

Loaned by Mr. and Mrs. Atherton Curtis 
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ON THE ROAD TO EMMAUS 

Loaned by Mr. and Mrs. Atherton Curtis 
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AMERICAN ART ASSOCIATION, 

Managers. 




